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2. Tufaera gt

Dr. Ram Vilas Sharma

r. Ramvilas Sharma on whom the Sahitya Akademi is

bestowing its highest honour — the Fellowship —
today, is a senior Hindi writer and critic. He has made
significant contribution in the area of literary criticism in
Hindi and is even now actively engaged in writing in this
genre.

Dr. Ramvilas Sharma deserves an important place of
honour not only in Hindi literature but the entire gamut of
Indian literature for his critique of the same. His illustrious
and outstanding personality has many facets which are
complementary. Poet, writer, teacher, critic — his creative
personality, dedicated to literature and people, is
eponymous with sheer dedication, firm resolve and
industry.

Dr. Ramvilas Sharma was born on October 10, 1912 in
Unchagaon-Sani (District Unnao, Uttar Pradesh). He had
his early education at the Saraswati Pathshala of Jhansi. It
was the era of the struggle for freedom. He learnt arm-
wrestling, sculpture and painting besides the prescribed
curriculum. He completed school from McDonnel High
School and got a scholarship after joining the Intermediate.
He did MA in English Literature in 1934 from Lucknow
University. After earning a Ph.D. in 1938 he started
teaching English in the same university. From 1943 to 1971
he was the head of the English Department of Balwant
Rajput College, Agra. He was later the Director of KM.
Munshi Hindi Vidyapeeth, Agra from 1971 to 1974. He
has been living in Delhi since 1981.

The beginning of Dr. Sharma's literary odyssey came
with poetry. His critical writings which began with articles
in the periodical Chand in 1934 have continued for over six
decades. During the early years of his writing career, he
has written a novel Char Din and a play Paap Ke Pujari.

Dr. Sharma was General Secretary of the All India
Progressive Writers' Association from 1949 to 1953 and
edited the journal Samalochak for two years (1958-59).
Having been included as an established poet in the
prestigious poetic anthology, Taar Saptak (1944), Dr. Sharma
has written poems from time to time, which are included
in his collections Roop Tarang, Sadiyon Ke Soye Jaag Utthe
and Pratinidhi Kavitayen.

A gifted articulator of Marxist thought and principles
of criticism, Dr. Sharma, through his well-reasoned
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expositions and a historical overview informed by facts,
analyses the instances when we have been remiss or have
avoided questions and take-offs in the journey of literature.
Thus he contributes far more to an understanding of Indian
literature and culture than a mere recounting of past glories.

Dr. Sharma believes that the circumstances in which
Indian literature is being created and studied have a
profound relationship with world capitalism. Alongside
centralisation of capital, the world witnessed an organised
spread of religious fundamentalism ona very large scale.
In such a situation, the assertion of one's ethnicity and the
protection of ethnic culture is the responsibility of every
intellectual. He has expounded on the relationship of the
spoken word and language in many of his books and
articles. He has been emphasizing that ethnic division and
the resultant exploitation constitute the well-known
strategy of imperialism, which has also divided Hindi
ethnicity. He believes that the struggle for ethnic unity
and protection of ethnic culture have been present
wherever a struggle against imperialism has been resorted
to. As long as India is not free of economic and cultural
dependence on others, the development of Indian literature
is not possible in a proper and holistic manner. For this, a
swadeshi struggle is needed on a large scale. Dr. Sharma
has prepared a blueprint for this struggle which covers not
only government departments but also non-government
entities, undertakings, capitalist institutions, different
universities and other institutions of learning including
Sahitya Akademi, temples, Akashvani, Doordarshan etc.
It envisages reconstitution of districts, reservation
procedure and election norms, literacy drive in Hindi areas,
free education for the poor, instruction through mother
tongue, transcription of old Urdu books into Devanagari
and reduction of public holidays by fifty percent. He also
stresses the need to make the reconstituted district the basic
unit of administration.

His work Itihas Darshan is a significant attempt at
understanding the known and unfamiliar currents and
undercurrents of Indian culture. India's past, though rich,
is full of complexity and difficulties. Our writers have got
used to accepting without a demur the misleading theses
and analyses, due to an apathy towards history, which the
British have handed down to us during colonial times. The
attempt in this book, to answer numerous questions
connected with India and Greece and to examine some
historical truths of these two great cultures, is difficult to
find in works by any other author. This work examines the
philosophical traditions of India and Greece as well as their
contradictions and it forces scholars to think again on
several points.

While Dr. Sharma evaluated ethnic Hindi literature
through Kabir, Tulsi, Bharatendu Harishchandra,
Premchand and Nirala, he also provided the vision to
negate obscurantist and feudal outlooks and approach
scholarship in a healthy, liberal and neutral manner. Dr.
Sharma gets the tools of his literary criticism from Marxism
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but his queries, dilations, take offs and paradigms are
modelled on and enriched by the Indian context. This is
why he has the honour of being.the topmost literary critic
in Hindi after Acharya Ramchandra Shukla.

The outstanding work that Dr. Sharma has done in
different areas of Hindi language is unprecedented and
historic. It is informed by his deep study and rich and
varied experiences of life.

His magnum opus Nirala Ki Sahitya Sadhana (1967-76)
is a historic undertake to understand the life, aesthetic and
creative output of the pre-eminent Hindi poet Nirala from
his 'Chhayavad' period to his progressive outpourings. The
terms and definitions used in this book of literary criticism
to evaluate the totality of the poet's ouvre has provided
new vistas for later critics and extended the horizon of
Hindi literary criticism. Dr. Sharma often says that Nirala's
company has helped him develop the vision to understand
life and the people, folk and classical literature, besides
enriching his literary worldview. He won the Sahitya
Akademi Award for this book in 1970.

Besides Indian literature, Dr. Sharma has contemplated
in detail over Indian arts particularly music and
architecture, culture, philosophy, science, linguistics and
historical personages who have influenced the personality
of India. His books Paschim Asia aur Rigveda and Itihas
Darshan are of permanent value for readers, for their deep
understanding of Rigveda in Indian society and the culture
of Rigvedic times, Harappa civilisation and contemporary
historical and archaeological area. His work on
personalities like Shankaracharya, Kabir, Raja Ram Mohan
Roy, William Jones, Rabindranath Tagore, Vivekananda,
Mahatma Gandhi and B.R.Ambedkar, is likewise informed
by new as well as authentic facts. Another book of his
Bharatiya Sahitya Ki Bhumika (1996) deals in detail with the
renaissance of Hindi ethnicity in the light of an analysis of
ethnic culture from Rigveda to Swadeshi movement. His
autobiography Apni Dharti Apne Log (Three volumes, 1996)
is an introduction to the deep concern of a great thinker
for his times and his commitment to the act of writing. In
this book Dr. Sharma, while dwelling on the composite—
social, and cultural—background of literature, debunks the
arguments and conclusions arrived at by university
curricula or intellectual elites in the light of Western
concepts. He does this on the basis of historical facts. Dr.
Sharma has always espoused a way removed from the
feudal Indian as well as the 'scientific' Western thinkers to
understand and analyse the different aspects of Indian
literature and culture. It is only in the light of facts and
based on original premises that any authentic and credible
attempt at an Indian cultural history becomes possible.

The symbol of an understanding of Indian tradition,
Dr. Ramvilas Sharma has himself become a living tradition.
He has made a well-reasoned evaluation of the Hindi ethnic
tradition looking at Hindi as an ethnic language. This, by
itself, constitutes a new literary vision and is a positive
gain. He reinforces this vision through liberal socialist
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canons. He says, "No other country of the world can match
India as a multi-ethnic nation. Nationhood was not the
result of one ethnic group establishing political suzerainty
over others. It came about as a gift of culture and history.
The poets of this country have the pride of place in
fashioning this culture. If Ramayana and Mahabharata are
removed from the culture of this country, the inner unity
of Indian literature will collapse. No other multi-ethnic
nation has witnessed such a decisive role of poets as played
by Vyas and Valmiki in its social development. For no other
country is an evaluation of the tradition of literature as
important, as for ours.”

He has made critical evaluation of the writings of
Valmiki, Kalidas, Bhavabhuti, Tulsidas, Bharatendu,
Mahavir Prasad Dwivedi, Ramchandra Shukla,
Premchand, Nirala, Muktibodh, Rahul Sankrityayan,
Kedar-Nagarjun-Trilochan and Amritlal Nagar. His
compreshensive theses about Indian Literature and Hindi
ethnic literature have given a new direction and scientific
vision to the writing of literary history.

Dr. Ramvilas Sharma is an outstanidng spokeman of
progressive ideology and a well-informed essayist on
literature, society and other subjects. His essay collections
include Premchand (1941), Bharatendu Yug (1942), Sanskriti
aur Sahitya (1949), Pragati aur Parampara (1953), Bhasha,
Sahitya aur Sanskriti (1954), Pragatisheel Sahitya ki
Samasyayen (1955), Acharya Ramachandra Shukla aur Hindi
Alochana (1955), Lok Jivan aur Sahitya (1955), Bhasha aur
Samaj (1961), Nayi Kavita aur Astitvavad (1975), Mahavir
Prasad Dwivedi aur Hindi Nava Jagaran (1977), Bharat mein
Angrezi Raj aur Marxvad (Two volumes, 1982) and Nirala
Ki Sahitya Sadhana (Three volumes, 1969, 72, 78). Although
fully conversant with the western consciousness of modern
times, he is a votary of the Marxist ideology and evaluates
progress accordingly. Works like Hindi Jati ka Itihas (1986)
and Itihas Darshan (1995) are pointers to his deep study
and thoughtful personality inasmuch as evaluation and
assessment of the development of Indian society and
changes in mindset are concerned. He has been
expounding on Indian history and culture in the light of
novel contexts and research.

Dr. Sharma is a pillar of progressive literary criticism
in Hindi and he has made important contributions towards
building a sociology of literature. Writing on the ethnic
history of Hindi, he has viewed it in the context of an
extended time-frame. He sees a continuity, from
Bharatendu to modern Hindi poetry, which is affected by
social influences of their time.

His essays strongly endorse Indian literature and
language. His thought surfaces even in direct, sharp and
satirical broadsides. He has debunked capitalist and feudal
thought in his essays.

For his significant contribution in the field of Hindi
criticism, the Sahitya Akademi confers on Dr. Ramvilas
Sharma its highest honour, the Fellowship.
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